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EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
Brevard and Seminole Counties  

COVID-19 OPERATIONAL PLAN – PHASE I TO PHASE II  
 

It is the intent of the judicial branch to transition to optimal operations in a manner 
that protects the public’s health and safety during each of the following anticipated phases 
of the pandemic1: 
 
Phase 1:  In-person contact is inadvisable, court facilities are effectively closed to the 
public, and in-person proceedings are rare; 
Phase 2:  Limited in-person contact is authorized for certain purposes and/or requires use 
of protective measures; 
Phase 3:  In-person contact is more broadly authorized and protective measures are 
relaxed; and 
Phase 4:  COVID-19 no longer presents a significant risk to public health and safety. 
 

To advance to Phase 2, the Supreme Court outlined the following provisions2  
 
1.  Court reopening protocols and practices shall be guided by Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention recommendations and align with guidance provided by the 
Florida Department of Health, county health departments, and local medical 
professionals. 

2.   Each appellate court and each trial court must have met the five benchmark criteria 
provided AOSC20-32 and must have developed an operational plan addressing, at a 
minimum, implementation of the requirements identified in the report. 

3.   In developing its operational plan, the court shall consult with judges, court 
administrators, justice partners, county administrators, other building occupants, if 
any, and county health departments or local health experts. A copy of the 
operational plan, once finalized by the chief judge or chief justice, shall be filed with 
the Office of the State Courts Administrator. 

 
Consistent with Supreme Court administrative orders and guidance by the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit continues to maximize 
remote court proceedings and programs where required or where authorized and feasible.  
All court employees whose work can be accomplished using electronic means have the 
ability to work remotely.  It is anticipated that vulnerable court employees and caregiver 
employees will be able to work remotely until at least Phase 4. 

The Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, in order to advance to Phase 2, has met the below 
benchmark criteria and submits its operational plan herein and AO 20-28 COVID-19 

 
1 As provided within Fla. Admin. Order No. AOSC20- 23, Amendment 2, (May 21, 2020); In re: COVID-19 
Emergency Measures in the Florida State Courts. 
2 As provided within Fla. Admin. Order No.  AOSC20-32 (May 21, 2020) In re:  COVID-19 Public Health and 
Safety Precautions for Phase 2. 
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Reopening Procedures – Transitioning from Phase 1 to Phase 2, Eighteenth Judicial Circuit 
Brevard and Seminole Counties. 
 

I. BENCHMARK CRITERIA 
 

A. No confirmed or suspected cases of COVID-19 in the courthouse/court facility 
within 14 days.  There have been no confirmed cases reported by justice partners 
or other occupants of the five courthouses/court facilities within 14 days.   
 

B. Rescission of local and state restrictive movement and/or stay at home orders.  
Rescissions of local or state-level orders have occurred.  On May 1, 2020, Governor 
Ron DeSantis announced limited reopening of recreational trails and beaches.  
Executive Order 2020-123 brings all Florida counties into Full Phase 1: Safe. Smart. 
Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery effective May 18.  Most local restaurants 
and retail establishments are now open at 50% occupancy with enhanced safety 
protocols. 

 
C. Improving COVID-19 health conditions over a 14-day period in the community.  

Court Administration has partnered with local health officials to ensure safe 
reopening of the court system.  If, at any point, local unified Emergency Operations 
Command staff determines the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit is moving outside of their 
guidance and/or conditions regarding the coronavirus have worsened, Court 
Administration staff will be notified.  

 
D. Adequate testing programs in place, increased availability of COVID-19 tests, 

and emerging antibody tests.  The State of Florida recently distributed 40,000 test 
collection kits to the 67 counties.     

 
E. Consultation with other building occupants and justice system partners.  A 

local Workgroup of justice stakeholders was organized to establish safety protocols 
for court facilities, including but not limited to physical distancing between 
individuals, the use of hand sanitizer, temperature screening, questionnaire 
screening, and ongoing disinfection measures for court facilities.  Membership of the 
Workgroup comprises judges, representatives of Court Administration, Office of the 
State Attorney, Office of the Public Defender, each Clerk of Court, each Sheriff and 
each County Administration within the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit. 
 
Dated this ______ day of June, 2020. 
 
       _____________________________ 
       LISA DAVIDSON 
       CHIEF JUDGE 


